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A warm welcome to the eleventh edition of the Olivewood Newsletter. We can not 
believe that we are already in the third month of 2021. Last year was an 
unprecedented year to say the least, and it seems that this year thus far, is following 
suit in a sense. Although restrictions have been li�ed slightly, we are still living in a 
completely unparalleled world. We are all used to this new way of life – washing our 
hands and sanitising constantly, wearing masks wherever we go, having our 
temperatures checked on a daily basis, and distancing ourselves from people as 
much as possible. 

Very many of us have had a direct experience or encounter with this dreaded virus. 
�e focal point for us all is the health and safety of ourselves and our loved ones. 
Your health is our main concern, and forms the crux of our daily operations at 
Olivewood, which is why we still encourage guests to take all necessary precautions 
during their visit to the estate.

We are so thankful to be in a space that has allowed us to accommodate guests in 
an environment that is safe. We are thankful for those guests who have supported 
us throughout last year, and come back this year again. We are happy to have 
Eateries serving delicious food that brings people together, a beautiful Boutique 
Hotel ready to welcome guests, and an estate that overall makes for the perfect place 
to be ‘stuck’ during lockdown. Our team look forward to the future and positive 
change. 

Welcome
a warm



Find Out More

Multiple economic books make the argument that roads, particularly intersections, create 
economies. Here at Olivewood, we argue that roads create communities and that is why 
our primary focus this month, has been that of extending the paved road in Highlands, the 
idea being ease of access for all residents. 

�e careful bush clearing in Highlands has opened up magni�cent views of the ocean for 
potential residents in that area of the estate. A wise man once said that people do not 
spend their hard-earned money on objects, they spend it for the good feeling which comes 
with those objects. With that in mind, the ocean view in Highlands truly creates value for 
money. �e wildlife and the golf course make it a haven for peace and relaxation. 

We have also initiated the process of introducing our third phase of developments, called 
“Everspring”, which focuses on active retirement. �is development will be targeted to 
retirees from the age of 60 years and older. Preparations for the launch of this new phase 
are underway and our team are looking forward to the developments and interest to come. 

According to Wale, “time is the true price paid, when you are on your way from renting to 
owning things”. At Olivewood, we provide you space to rent, while you pay your price 
(time) to owning your dream home within Olivewood. 

LODGE 1
R17 500 p/month
› 2 Bedroom
› 2,5 Bathroom
› 1,5 Garages
› Unfurnished

Property

GROVE 2
R35 000 p/month
› 3 Bedroom
› 3 Bathroom
› 2 Garages
› Fully Furnished
› WIFI & DSTV Included  

PROPERTIES AVAILABLE
FOR RENTAL:

�e Grove

mailto:dane@olivewoodestate.com


What a start to the year it has been, we have seen golfers �ock to the course to get 
their rounds in early for the year, and because of this, we have had a very fruitful 
start to our gol�ng year. However, as the saying goes: “�ere is no such thing as too 
much golf ”. With that being said, if you have not been to Olivewood in the month 
of February or have not played as much golf as you would have liked, the fairways, 
greens and sta� are waiting to welcome you for your next round of golf.

With the rankings of the SA Top 100 Courses coming out in the last week of 
January, Olivewood as a whole and the Golf Department more speci�cally, waited 
with bated breath to see if we would make the list, despite it being our �rst time we 
would be ranked. We were very pleased to see that we were ranked 95th in the 
country, which is a great feat considering we ranked highest out of the new courses 
that were introduced to the rankings. Stuart McLean, the editor of the page and the 
man who rates the courses, said that it is extremely tough for a new course to enter 
into the rankings high up, as the other courses are well established in the
gol�ng world.

Golf



It is important to note that with the way the rankings are being done, they can 
change on a daily basis. �is means that we are still able to climb up the rankings 
until the end of the year and we encourage you to rate the course by �lling out a 
quick “Review the Course”. �ese reviews form an integral part of the ranking 
process and can assist Olivewood is making its way to the top.

We have come to notice that because of the previous restrictions from GolfRSA, 
some golfers have become a bit lax with how they are completing and handing in 
their competition scorecards. We are asking that, depending on the type of 
competition, the golfers correctly complete their scorecards. Moving forward, 
stricter acceptance of the competition scorecards will take place.

We have had new stock arrive in the Pro Shop and encourage you to come in and 
have a look for yourselves at some of the new items. 

Until next time, swing easy,

Dylan Reid
(Golf Manager)

Review the Course

https://satop100courses.com/review-a-course/?cid=988


Green Keepers
update

Our team recently bid farewell to our Greenkeeper, Bradley Viljoen, who was a 
dedicated member of the Olivewood team for 6 years. Bradley was a valued team 
player and he will be sorely missed. We wish Bradley all the best on his new 
ventures in Oman. Michael Roberts has come onboard as Head Greenkeeper on the 
estate. We would like to extend a warm welcome to Michael and trust you will all 
meet him on the course at some point. 

Over the last few months, with the assistance of lovely rainfall, the course has 
reacted very well to the fertilizer applications on the tees and fairways. You will 
notice that there have been multiple upgrades to widen areas, allowing them to be 
more “player friendly”. �is has made a massive di�erence in the overall enjoyment 
of the course. A very noticeable area will be the widening of the landing area at the 
end of the 10th fairway before the bridge. �ese have all been done under the 
watchful eye of Algy Kietzmann, and we would like to thank Algy and his team, as 
we have received a lot of positive comments regarding these upgrades.

�e maintenance team has been focusing a lot on 
topdressing our tees and marking them to align 
them in the correct direction. We will also be 
doing a light verti-cutting and dusting on 
the greens in the next two weeks. �ese 
maintenance practices are all very 
important in us maintaining our 
greens to the highest standard.

Ashley
Wicks 
(Director of Golf) 



Captains
column

�ere is an old gol�ng joke about the 
three worst words in golf . . . 

�ere are, however, three other words 
which will elicit a response whenever 
you hear them: you’re a cheat.

As I sat penning this month’s column, I 
was watching the �nal round of the 
Pebble Beach Pro-Am and for the 
second time in two days there had been 
a rules infraction by a professional 
golfer. In both cases it was a ball moving 
a�er having been addressed and both 
golfers were penalized one shot.

Were they cheating? No. Television 
makes sure that the slightest movement 
of a ball is seen in super HD and slow 
motion. If you play this game for a 
living, there is nowhere to hide.

So why do I mention cheating? It is, 
a�er all, a dirty word. Even saying it out

loud conjures up 
memories of the cell 
phone footage of a 

�ght at an East Rand 
golf course some years 

ago.  So allow me to 
explain.

I think a lot of cheating 
happens on golf courses which 

is completely unintentional. It is 
simply a case of a golfer not 

knowing the rules. It always astounds 
me how many golfers, of all levels and all 
handicaps, have absolutely no idea 
about how the rules are applied or when.  
Golf is a game which appeals to so many 
people and one of the main reasons is 
because it is self-policing. No-one but 
you know if your ball moved and no-one 
but you can call that penalty. But what 
then? You know it moved, so now what? 
Do you replace it? Do you play it as it 
lies? If you replace it do you assess 
yourself a penalty stroke?

�e fact is this. To enjoy the game, you 
need to know the rules. No-one expects 
you to be a Level 3 referee, or to walk 
�e Open and make rulings with the 
professionals, but a simple 
understanding of the most common 
rules will help you enjoy the game and 
will also be of advantage when the rules 
actually help you in a particular 
situation.

On our golf course, the rules pertaining 
to hazards (now called penalty areas) are 
of particular importance. When you 
play a new course, familiarize yourself 



with the local rules. Are you allowed to 
place? If so, what measurement is used?

In many cases, what looks to us like 
cheating is a simple case of a player not 
knowing his rules. It is not easy, but as a 
golfer it is your obligation to put that 
person right. If he loves the game and 
understands the honesty that underpins 
the ethos of the game, then he will 
understand that you are trying to help 
him. If he doesn’t, then he has a guilty 
conscience and golfers like that give 
everyone a bad name . . . so call him out!

�en there is the old favourite: 
sandbagging. �is is also a form of 
cheating and needs to be addressed. Play 
the game to the best of your ability, else 
why take part? Stories abound of 
Betterball competitions where one 
partner has made points and the other 
partner says “give me a bogey.” It is simply 
not right. Putt-out. Why protect your 
handicap? �e ultimate goal of any 
person doing anything is to get better . . . 
surely?!  If that is not your goal, then at 
least be in a position to look yourself in 
the mirror. 

It is the tendency above that has given 
rise to the SAGA allowance system 
which we have now employed at 
Olivewood.  If you play in a team 
competition, there is an 85% allowance 
applied to your handicap. I, for one, am 
interested to see the winning scores 
once the system has been running for a 
while.

Until next month, remember to load 
your scores and learn your rules.

Sean Coetzee
(Golf Club Captain)



Hotel

See what others have to say...

Our Boutique Hotel Rooms are surrounded by nature and lovely gardens for your 
pleasure. Set amongst indigenous trees and greenery, guests are able to enjoy birds 
chirping, and animals passing by on a daily basis. Our championship 18-hole Golf 
Course is at your doorstep and provides a beautiful view of the greenery and rolling 
hills that make Olivewood so unique.

We celebrated the month of love in style at Hotel Olivewood, with a lovely Valentine’s 
Day package on o�er for guests, which included a night’s stay at Hotel Olivewood with 
a romantic turn down service, a delicious three course dinner and a scrumptious 
breakfast with a view. 

If you are having a wedding, event or conferencing at Olivewood, why not book out 
our 24 hotel rooms and make the most of your time on the estate. With trails available 
for the early birds, and many beautiful walkways throughout the estate, there is no 
better place to spend your time. Hotel Olivewood is open throughout the week, with 
midweek discounted rates applicable. 

Book directly through Olivewood to secure the lowest possible rates:

Book at Hotel Olivewood

“A most enjoyable 
experience. I would 

recommend 
Olivewood to anyone.”

– Nola

“�e service is 
excellent. Best place to 
be. We really enjoyed 

our stay.”

- Noluvuyo

“Great experience – 
would de�nitely 

recommend to anyone! 
Food was amazing!”

– Lize-Mari

mailto:joinus@olivewoodestate.com


and Events
conferencing

We are incredibly excited to once again be able to host events and conferences, with 
us moving onto level 1. It is vital for us to ensure that regulations are still abided by, 
which means that protocols will remain in place and be followed strictly. Our 
venues will still only accommodate 50% capacity and social distancing will apply. 

We have multiple venues on the property that are perfect to host your next event! 
Whether a smaller, more intimate event, or a larger more elaborate event, we have 
a space for you!

Governors House, Rosewood, �e Restaurant and the Conference Facility are once 
again available for functions and events. With postponement of many events, dates 
are booking up quickly. Phone and book today to secure your venue. 

Enquire Now

mailto:events@olivewoodestate.com


Our team have been missing brides and grooms and being able to celebrate their 
love and unity. To the happy couples who have had to postpone their special day, or 
are patiently awaiting the opportunity to choose an "I do" date, we sympathize with 
you, and we are so glad to once again be in a position to host your big day at 
Olivewood.

Available dates for the second half of this year are quickly being booked, and may 
weddings have already been con�rmed for 2022. We are looking forward to 
welcoming our brides and grooms back to Olivewood to tie the knot and spend the 
evening celebrating as newlyweds. Our light, airy, elegant Rosewood Venue is the 
perfect setting for any wedding. Rosewood is renowned for its modern and 
luxurious feel. �is venue provides the perfect space to dance the night away and 
celebrate with your loved ones. 

Hotel Olivewood is available for your big day, with spacious rooms 
boasting beautiful, scenic views and modern interiors. 
Why go home, if you could rather spend an evening 
in our luxurious hotel, overlooking the 18th 
Hole on the Golf Course, and enjoying 
the wildlife and natural surrounds. 

Enquire today to secure your 
dream wedding venue and 
favourable wedding date. 

Weddings

Enquire Now

mailto:events@olivewoodestate.com


Food and
beverage

�ur - Fri | 12:00 - 20:00

Sat | 8:00 - 20:00

Sun | 8:00 - 14:00

RESTAURANT
HOURS

It has been so lovely to welcome friends and 
family to �e Restaurant at Olivewood over the 
past few weeks. We have seen loved ones come 
together from near and far to spend quality time 
together. We feel incredibly fortunate to have so 
many seating areas outdoors, so that we are able 
to host guests in a safe, outdoor setting. 

Reserve a Table

What better way to spend time catching up with those nearest and dearest to your heart 
than outdoors, overlooking our golf course, observing the Nyala herds and abundant 
wildlife, with an ice-cold drink in your hand and a delicious plate of food for you to enjoy. 

�is month we hosted the �rst Chef ’s Table of 2021, with a Chocolate themed blind 
dinner. �e event was very well supported and thoroughly enjoyed by all. 
�is month’s �ve courses were:

 First Course: Salmon cured in Cocoa and Szeschuan Pepper, served on a Buckwheat and  
 Cocoa Blini, with Lime Crème Fraîche and Fermented Strawberries.

 Second Course: Con�t Rabbit served with a Cocoa Nib Gazpacho, 75% Cocoa Crostini  
 and Baby Fig. 

 �ird Course: Pork Belly marinated in Ginger and 85% Cocoa    
 Chipotle, with Asparagus, grilled Cos Lettuce and Carrot   
 Puree.  

 Fourth Course: Cocoa crumbed Trio of    
 Aranchini.

 Fi�h Course: 76% Cocoa Mousse,   
 Dark Chocolate and White   
 Cremeux, Milk Chocolate Tru�e,   
 Vanilla Tuile and a Raspberry   
 Sorbet.

Follow us on our social media 
pages to �nd out when the next 
Chef 's Table will take place.  
We would like to thank all 
guests who came out to 
support the event on the 
evening. 

mailto:joinus@olivewoodestate.com


Upcoming
Events at olivewood

OW Meat
Mania
Sponsored by
Express Petroleum

10
Mar

Farmhouse 
Day

13
Mar

Cowie 
Trading
Individual Stableford

27
Mar



Until next month...

Find Us
ON SOCIAL MEDIA

www.olivewoodestate.com

Facebook Instagram Linkedin Twitter YouTube

https://www.facebook.com/olivewoodgolfestate/
https://www.instagram.com/olivewoodestate/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/olivewood-private-estate-and-golf-club/
https://twitter.com/olivewoodestate?lang=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCONirTXM2AHLy-BZ1ch-Atw
https://olivewoodestate.com/

