Festive Season
NE WSL E TTE R
DE CE M BE R 202 0
& JA NUA RY 20 2 1

a warm

Welcome
Welcome to the tenth edition of the Olivewood Newsletter. As we progress into the
new year, we reflect on the past few months and how unpredictable times have
been. The COVID-19 outbreak resulted in this year being like no other. In the past
few weeks, it has seemed like the world is closer to getting the answers we need,
which will offer us all hope for an end to the pandemic.
We reflect back on our community and the power of people, helping one another
through this crisis. As we bid farewell to 2020 and welcome 2021, we look back at
some of the past years milestones and what we are looking forward to in 2021.
In December, our team bid farewell to Stacey Kruger, who was the Hotel Manager
at Olivewood for the past year, and a loyal employee for the past four years. Stacey’s
contributions to Olivewood have been tremendous and she has played an integral
role within our team. We wish her success in all of her future endeavours.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank our staff at Olivewood, who work
tirelessly every day to make Olivewood the incredible estate it is. We are grateful for
your passion and drive and look forward to another great year with you all!

P roperty
The addition of a Property Sales Area in reception has brought a lot
of excitement for visitors. The area boasts a range of ‘touch-and-feel’
items that give potential homebuyers an idea of what they can expect
in their home, as well as Plot and Plan, Turn-key home displays, floor
plans and more. With this dynamic space, you are able to visualize the
space that you could potentially call home.

Join us in the reception area, at the Property
Stand for a cup of Coffee and an insightful
overview of Olivewood Private Estate & Golf
Club and our offerings.

Testimonial
Life at Olivewood Private Estate
& Golf Club:
Have you ever wondered what it would be like to live in Paradise? Now you can live in
paradise without even leaving the Eastern Cape. Paradise is right on your doorstep and
you don’t even realize it.
We always wished for a place to live where there would be peace, tranquillity, beautiful
sunrises, sunsets, where we could be close to nature & feel safe.
We never imagined we could find a place with all of these aspects and more so on one site,
until we visited Olivewood Private Estate & Golf Club.
When we first purchased our property, we wondered about our future life at Olivewood
-

Would the estate be a success?
Would our investment be secure?
Would we feel safe?
Would the drive to & from work be too long?
Would we miss the convenience of living in town? Surfing at Nahoon & Golf
at East London?

We soon realized that all our concerns and questions were completely unfounded. From
the very first day we moved into our new property we felt completely at home. The estate
has so much more to offer than promised. We have spent the last 18 months discovering
the beautiful walking and running paths through the natural forest teaming with birds &
wildlife. Mountain biking some technical bush trails, having braai’s with only the sounds
of nature to keep us company. When we don’t feel like a braai we enjoy a sundowner at the
members lounge, delicious breakfasts and meals prepared at The Restaurant, we don’t even
have to leave the estate.
The East Coast Resorts area offers everything you could ever wish for, from coffee shops
and places to eat to the most beautiful beaches South Africa has to offer. We have made
Olivewood our home and playground and we look forward to welcoming you as our
neighbours soon.

Paul & Nicole Neilson
(Estate Residents)

View Property at Olivewood

Golf
They say that when it rains, it pours and that could not be proved
more in the literal sense with the amount of rain that we have
received in December. Thanks to this, the course has been
exceptional over the past few weeks while we have had our seasonal
visitors and the compliments because of this have been great.
Looking back at the year we have had, we cannot help but smile at the
progress the course and golf has made. Brad, Algy and Ashley have
worked tirelessly to make sure that the course is in the best possible
condition. This has in turn seen our rounds of golf increase in
comparison to previous years. We will continue to better the course
so that rounds increase again for next year, especially with new
events being brought onto the calendar.

Dylan Reid
(Golf Manager)

Green Keepers
update
Once again, we have been fortunate these past few weeks with the rain. Every drop
is needed for the Winter months which are our driest seasons.
With Summer, comes high levels of humidity and moisture. Fungus thrives off of
these weather conditions, and unfortunately, some greens were hit with a bit of
dollar spot. With a few applications of a fungicide, we have the fungus under
control. We have also applied light applications of slow-release fertilizer to give the
greens a steady feed and are applying regular foliar applications to keep the plant
healthy.
Fertilizer applications and the sodding work done on the weaker fairways have
made a massive difference. This has definitely improved the aesthetics and overall
playability of the holes. With only a few more spots throughout the course left to
sod, it’s really starting to come together. We are also verti-cut all fairways, tongues
and aprons.
No. 8’s ladies’ tee is back in play. Stairs have been added to help with the steep
slope when climbing to the tee. Trees on the right of number 5’s
rough extending into the felt grass have all been
trimmed, giving the hole a new visual impact.
We have some exciting projects coming up
throughout January which will improve
the playability of the course and
ensure a great golfing experience
for players.

Bradley
V iljoen

(Golf Superintendent)

Captains
column

When I began to jot down my thoughts for
the festive issue of our newsletter, I
thought of the same time last year. Who
could have ever anticipated that a Captain’s
Column would begin like this:
What a year 2020 was. A global pandemic,
months of uncertainty and economic
hardship on an unprecedented scale.
Whilst there is no doubt that everyone
suffered during 2020, the readers of this
column will agree that the hard Lockdown
was felt most significantly by those of us
that call ourselves golfers.
Anyone who enjoys the outdoors and
nature whilst chasing a little white ball,
had a tough time of it. Sitting inside,
watching reruns of the various Major golf
championships from years past on
television gets pretty boring pretty quickly
and yet, golf as a game has survived and
perhaps even flourished post-COVID.
Globally the numbers of golfers have
increased and golf clubs across South
Africa are experiencing increased rounds.
And so, if you are lucky enough to enjoy a

round at our beautiful
golf course during his
holiday season, be sure
to consider for a moment
what it means to be playing
this game and consider also
the reason why you are playing.
No round is perfect, so be sure
that you give yourself an
opportunity to relax and enjoy your
surroundings. It was Ben Hogan, he of the
timeless swing, that said:
“As you walk down the fairway of life you
must smell the roses, for you only get to
play one round.”
And now we have welcomed in the New
Year. 2021. Surely we are all holding onto
the fervent hope that, as that classic book
title reads, “Next Year Will Be Better”?
As far as golf in South Africa is concerned,
we remain in a holding pattern with Level
3 regulations providing for no prize-giving
and no 19 th Hole. Internationally the
professional tours are all in full swing,
albeit with limited crowd attendance or no
fans, depending on the country and the
regulations which are in place. This means
that as golf fans we at least still have
tournaments to watch on TV most
weekends, but the lack of crowd noise and
applause still makes for a very strange
viewing experience.
As is usually the case when a new year
begins, the inevitable conversation
amongst local golf fans is which South

African professional golfer will be the next
to break through on the international
stage? More particularly, do we have a
golfer on the professional stage that can
win one of the Major’s, and if so, which
Major?
The new kid on the block, and very much
the flavour of the moment due to his
prodigious length off the tee, is Wilco
Nienaber. Hailing from the town of Aliwal
North, Wilco is a favorite of many South
African golf fans, especially those from the
Eastern Cape. There is no doubt that the
future has a bright glow for this
undeniably talented young man.
In closing, and to provide some points of
debate to our members, I thought I would
make a few predictions for 2021. Please be
aware that only some of them are tongue in
cheek:
1. If he is fit, if he tees it up, and if the course
plays hard and fast, Tiger Woods will
win another Major at The Open at St
George’s.
2. There is a better than even chance that
the writer will buy another putter he does
not need.

3. Dustin Johnson will win The Masters
in April.
4. There is a small chance that some of the
Olivewood members will ensure they
stick to the cart paths on the course
rather than parking right next to tee
boxes and green complexes!
5. Our course will grow its rounds per year
by 30%

Until February Golfers, stay on the cart
paths . . .

Sean Coetzee
(Golf Club Captain)

Hotel

Book a Room

The festive season is our favourite time of year at Hotel Olivewood, as guests from near
and far join us to celebrate their time off and enjoy a few relaxing days away. This past
December and January, we welcomed guests to Olivewood to take some well-deserved
time off. We have been fortunate enough to go into the New Year with a full hotel and
many happy guests, enjoying their stays at Hotel Olivewood.
In December we celebrated the One Year Anniversary of Hotel Olivewood, by giving a
little something back to our customers. Guests who spent time at Olivewood during our
Birthday week won their share of incredible prizes. As 2020 comes to a close, we reflect
back on this past year and how far we have come. Although lockdown resulted in us not
being able to operate for many months, we are grateful for the past few months and being
able to welcome guests to our beautiful boutique hotel.

BEFORE

AFTER

If you have not yet stayed at Hotel Olivewood, treat yourself to a night or two away. No
matter what your reason for travel or how long you would like to stay, our team are ready
to welcome you to our beautiful establishment. Our extra depth, extra length, luxurious
beds ensure that you are well-rested and comfortable throughout your stay at Olivewood
Estate. COVID-19 has brought a lot of fear into our lives. You can rest assured that at
Olivewood, your needs and safety are our greatest concern, which is why we have taken
extra measures to make the environment safe for yourself and your loved ones. Enjoy your
time away in the beautiful outdoors, surrounded by greenery, wildlife and open space.
Travel to an environment that is safe and secure, whilst being tranquil and relaxing.

Valentine’s Day at Olivewood
PER
COUPLE

R 3 250.00

(Stay a second night at a special rate of
R1700 per couple including breakfast)

1 Nights Stay at Hotel Olivewood
Three Course Romantic Dinner
Romantic Turn Down Service
Breakfast
*Package only available on Saturday 13th February 2021

conferencing
and Events
South Africa's meetings, conventions and exhibitions industry is an important
sector attracting local and foreign visitors and investment. The Coronavirus has
had a huge impact on the conference and tourism industry as a whole and with the
‘second wave’ upon us, the uncertainty and reintroduction of certain rules and
regulations, saw a number of our end-of-year conference & event bookings being
postponed to late 2021.
Lock-down remains a primarily way of life to save lives. We remain positive and
hopeful that 2021 will bring with it new beginnings and new opportunities, and we
look forward to the many events and conferences that we will be hosting on our
lovely estate within this year.

Weddings
We celebrated the end of the Wedding season at Olivewood, with the last wedding of
2020 taking place in December, hosted in our beautiful Rosewood Venue. We look
forward to 2021 and are confident that it is going a be a very exciting year, with most
of the weekends in 2021 already booked for couples
tying the knot.
We would like to thank each and every bride & groom who
tied the knot in 2020 for entrusting their most
auspicious of days to Olivewood and our team,
and for affording us the opportunity to be part
of their special day and lifelong memories!
With 2020 having come to a close, we look
forward to 2021 and hosting many more
beautiful weddings and occasions
at Olivewood.

Secure Your Date Today

Food and

beverage

RESTAURANT
HOURS

The festive season is one of our favourite times
of year, as it brings family and friends together.
We hosted a lovely Christmas Eve Dinner at

Thur - Fri| 12:00 - 20:00

Olivewood on the 24th of December 2020,

Sat | 8:00 - 20:00

which brought loved ones together and gave us

Sun | 8:00 - 14:00

all a chance to appreciate the people we hold
closest to our hearts. The evening was truly
merry and bright, and the spirit of the season
brought hope, love and happiness to all who

Reserve a Table

joined us.

We celebrated the close of 2020 and the start of 2021 with a Sundowner Picnic in the
beautiful, scenic outdoor spaces at Olivewood. Guests enjoyed delectable picnic
baskets, and a picturesque end to 2020. We are so thankful to have entered the New
Year on such a positive note and look forward to what 2021 will bring.

CHRISTMAS EVE DINNER

NEW YEARS EVE SUNDOWNER PICNIC

Valentine’s Day Basket
SUNDAY

14 FEBRUARY
PER
COUPLE

R 400.00

Preserved Figs
Brie Cheese
White Rock Cheese
Black Forest Ham
Rustic Bread Loaf
Crackers

Marinated Olives and Chorizo
Roasted Butternut, Feta
and Baby Spinach Quiche
Smoked Salmon and Rocket Salad
Strawberries, Chocolate Sauce
and Cream

Upcoming

Events at olivewood
30
Jan

Cowie
Trading

20
Feb

Red Alert
Hog Day

27
Feb

Cowie
Trading

(Individual Stableford)

(Individual Stableford)

Find Us
ON SOCIAL MEDIA

Facebook

Instagram

Linkedin

Twitter

www.olivewoodestate.com

Until next month...

YouTube

