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a warm

Welcome
Welcome to the seventh edition of the Olivewood Newsletter. Spring has
sprung and brought with it new life at Olivewood. Flowers are blooming,
birds are chirping and the Nyala and Impala herds have introduced their new
calves, who are growing in confidence and slowly becoming used to guests.
The Olivewood team has become completely accustomed to the new
regulations and changes and are enjoying being back to some sort of
normality since the change to level one. We are finally welcoming guests back
for weddings and other events, guests are joining us for a weekend at Hotel
Olivewood, and our eateries are constantly buzzing with guests enjoying their
meals. We are incredibly thankful for the constant support we have received
and look forward to once again welcoming guests from near and far
to the estate.

P roperty

View Brochure

From the 1st of October, we will be welcoming Lunotha Security to Olivewood as
our new appointed security company managing our various entrances, with
Chintsa Security Services continuing perimeter patrols throughout the property.
With this change comes new security guards who will need to get to know residents
and guests alike. We ask that you remain patient and bear with the guards while
they get to know everyone. We are also exploring the use of handheld disk scanners
to enhance our security systems. Residents will be given residents disks for entry
into the estate. Please contact Johan should you need a disk.
We have been facing issues as a result of ESKOM power failures. This is largely due
to the high winds experienced during this past month. We hope that these
problematic areas have been resolved and will not prove to be an issue moving
forward.
As of the 29th September 2020, we will be paving the road from the Club House
residents’ boom to the Summerfield’s turning circle. A bypass road will be made for
residents and Olivewood vehicles, using the hotel road, as per the diagram
provided. This road paving will thereafter be extended to Phase 2 Highlands in a
phased approach.
We recently launched ‘Plot and Plan’ homes as part of Phase Highlands, which are
turn-key solutions managed by developers. These Turn-key homes offer a wide
range of options suiting professionals and families alike. With offerings of three to
five-bedroom home types, and plots sized from 500sqm to over 2000sqm, options
are endless. Olivewood offers you a carefully planned development, crafted by
approved professional consultants and contractors.

Golf
We are eagerly awaiting the arrival of the new Pro Shop stock and will hopefully see
an increase in Olivewood branded apparel around the course and clubhouse. Our
Spring treatment will take place until the 2nd of October, and the course will once
again be open on the 3rd of October. We look forward to the improvement in play
that will come as a result of the Spring Treatment.
It is with absolute pleasure that we welcome back NFB Insurance Brokers and their
Order of Merit, which has taken a new look for this year’s Competition. Rules
involved are simple:
- All Members are able to qualify for the competition.
- Competition is Individual Stableford.
- Will be held over 10 rounds, with the best 6 rounds being counted
towards an overall total.
- Prizes will be for positions 1, 2 and 3.

A leader board will be put up in both the Pro Shop (updated after each qualifying
round) and in the Newsletter (updated monthly). Our team at Olivewood would
like to thank Steve Pope and NFB Insurance Brokers for the sponsorship and are
excited to see this grow into a highly competitive competition for our members.
Qualifying Dates:
19 Sep 2020 – Red Alert
26 Sep 2020 – Cowie Trading
31 Oct 2020 – Cowie Trading
14 Nov 2020 – Red Alert
21 Nov 2020 – Founders Day
28 Nov 2020 – Cowie Trading
09 Jan 2021 – Red Alert
30 Jan 2021 – Cowie Trading
13 Feb 2021 – Red Alert
27 Feb 2021 – Cowie Trading
(Winner announced on this day)

Green Keepers
update
Greens have received their second half rate application of fertilizer, the rains we
have had did not just help the grass and the greens, but the rest of the course as well.
Tee boxes and select fairways will be kept damp to help with recovery and a seed
mix has been added to our divot sand.
We have made great progress with removing the reeds from hole number 10 and
11's dam. We are nearing the finish line with just a small section left. Once
completed an application of herbicide will be done to prevent any further growth.
A few more rough areas have been cut back throughout the course to help with
playability. The right side of hole No. 8's fairway is complete with levelling, teff seed
will be applied to the area. No. 4 and No. 18 will receive similar seeding applications
to help with coverage.
Fairways are looking good coming out of Winter. Applications for fertilizer will
start mid-October, and thereafter be done every 2-3 months.
Tee boxes will receive a slightly different application of fertilizer that we’ve had
great results with and will continue these applications throughout summer every
2-3 months.
Reminder, our Spring Treatment will begin at the end of September. An application
of fertilizer will be added to the greens before and after treatment to help with
recovery. The course will be closed for a week from the 27/09/2020 – 02/10/2020,
and will reopen on the 03/10/2020.

rest of the year.

Captains
column

Spring is here. The 1st of September is
traditionally celebrated as Spring Day in
the Southern Hemisphere, but for
people that keep a keen eye on the
weather (mostly farmers, golfers and
fishermen) the month of September has
not been particularly warm for the last
few years . . . could it be El Nino, the
effects of global warming, or simply the
fact that many of us feel the cold more
as we get older?
Whatever we think of this month, the
fact is that it is the beginning of a new
growing season and that means Spring
treatments on most golf courses,
including ours.
This is a difficult time for many golfers
as most clubs are busy with the same
treatments of hollow-tining on greens
and tees and removing thatch on
fairways. This means slow, bumpy
greens and lots of dust and loose grass
for a little while . . . but please bear in
mind that when done timeously and
correctly, the treatment sets the course
up for an excellent growing season and
ensures that the Estate can offer a course
that is in the best possible shape for the

We need rain to
enhance our Spring
treatments and we
have been blessed with
some lovely early season
rain. One hopes that the
weather gods continue to
smile upon our course, the
estate and the East Coast in
general, over the next few months.
Between the end of this month and
early December the club will be hosting
a number of events which will form the
basis of what Olivewood is calling The
Majors: The Captain’s Invitational,
Founder’s Day (which is basically our
Club Championship) and a Member /
Member and Member / Guest
competition.
Details of these and our other events
will be forthcoming in due course, so
keep your eyes open and your wits about
you. I suggest some serious monitoring
of handicaps, not only of your possible
partners, but also of your erstwhile
opponents!
As I close-off this month’s column, spare
a thought for our greenkeeping staff . . .
this is an especially busy and stressful
time of the year for them, so help turn
their frowns upside down by:
- Fixing pitch marks and filling divots
- Driving your cart on the pathways
provided; and
- Disposing of your rubbish in the bins
which are on every tee

Have an awesome September. We’ll chat
again in October.

Sean

Hotel
For the first time since lockdown, Olivewood welcomed wedding guests to the
estate. Guests were welcomed to the brand-new hotel rooms, which were fully
occupied for the weekend. It was a lovely sight to see guests enjoying the facilities
and amenities on offer throughout the weekend.
It gives us so much joy to be involved in weddings and celebrations, and we thank
our brides, grooms and guests for making Olivewood their preferred choice of
venue. From the 1st of October 2020, we are hoping to once again open for
international travel. Guests from near and far can rest assured that protocols and
procedures are in place to ensure a safe environment for guests.
Ample open spaces throughout the property, a hiking and mountain biking trail
and many other outdoor amenities are available for residents and Hotel guests. We
encourage guests to spend some time outdoors and enjoy the fresh air and the
beautiful surrounds of the indigenous forest and habitual wildlife.
For our returning guests, you may notice a slight change as you enter our secure
estate, as we have recently upgraded our entry system with a more technologically
advanced approach. Safety and security are of great importance to us at Olivewood,
which is why we are constantly looking for innovative ways to secure the estate.
At Hotel Olivewood, we do our best to make your stay a memorable one.
We encourage guests to contact reception to discuss special
requests such as private dinners, private picnics or intimate
massages in our beautiful Hotel rooms.
Packages can be customized to your unique
requests.

conferencing

Events and Weddings
Throughout this year, conferencing has taken the backseat in terms of events. With
many people working from home as a result of the pandemic, business has moved
online, and most conferences have been cancelled.
With physical events still incredibly restricted, people are finding new ways to
connect. Virtual conferencing and video calling facilities have become the new norm,
offering conference-goers a safe way to do business. With South Africa moving to
Level 1, bigger groups are allowed for events. Most normal activity can once again
resume, with precautions and health guidelines followed at all times. Olivewood
Private Estate & Golf Club embraces this change and we continue to adhere to the
protocols and guidelines that have been put in place. With new guidelines in place we
are excited to once again reignite conference business at Olivewood.
With COVID-19 restrictions slowly being lifted, it is pleasing to see that wedding
bookings are increasing and weddings that had to postpone as a result on the
pandemic, are rescheduled and back on the calendar.
We would like to thank all brides and grooms for remaining so patient and positive
throughout this process and still choosing Olivewood as your venue of choice. We look
forward to the many “I Do’s” and celebrations to come.
Olivewood Family Fun Day took place on Sunday the 27th September 2020, and was a
tremendous success enjoyed by a number of families on the day. There were a variety
of activities and games hosted on the day, that were enjoyed by both parents and
children alike. As a result of the success and positive feedback from the day, our team
at Olivewood will be looking at adding this as a more regular event on the Olivewood
calendar.

Make an Event Enquiry

Food and

beverage
We recently hosted yet another successful Blind
Dinner in The Restaurant that was thoroughly
enjoyed by guests. The Blind Dinner gives our
Chefs a chance to surprise our guests with foods
that are unusual and unexpected. This event will
continue to take place on a monthly basis and is an
evening that everyone should experience.
September was a very exciting month at
Olivewood, as we welcomed back brides and
grooms and were once again able to host a few
events. Olivewood hosted a Family Fun Day,
which was a day full of fun, laughter and
happiness. The Family Basket was launched on the
day, which contains a variety of delicious foods
that both parents and children alike will enjoy.
With a Gin Bar, Craft Beers, multiple children’s
activities and live music, the scene was set for a
wonderful day out with loved ones.

| The final course of the most recent Chef 's Table

HOURS
Clubhouse
Mon - Sat | 8:00 – 16:00
Sun | 08:00 – 15:00
Public Holidays
08:00 - 15:00

Restaurant
Thur - Fri| 12:00 - 21:00
Sat | 8:00 - 21:00
Sun | 8:00 - 14:00
Public Holidays
08:00 - 14:00

Upcoming

Events at olivewood

27 Sep 2 Oct
10
Oct

Course
closed
Spring Treatment

Farmhouse
Day
Fourball Alliance

14
Oct

OW Meat
Mania

21
Oct

Chef’s
Table
Blind Dinner

23
Oct

Captains
Invitational

30
Oct

Corporate
Day

31
Oct

Cowie
Trading

06
Nov

Ladies Day
(Ginbledon)

21
Nov

Founder’s
Day

Find Us
ON SOCIAL MEDIA

Facebook

Instagram

Linkedin

Twitter

www.olivewoodestate.com

Until next month...

YouTube

